[Abnormal eating behaviors in elderly people].
Olfaction of even healthy elderly people is impaired, compared to younger people. This might lead to preference for food in elderly people. Patients having dementia have been reported to show several types of features in eating, according to types of dementia. For example, patients having dementia of Alzheimer's type often show olfaction impairment. Patients having dementia with Lewy bodies often show swallowing problems. Patients having frontotemporal dementia often suffer from binge eating. These features should be considered in caring for patients with dementia.